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Episcopal Churc
Sandwich, MA

The 22nd Sunday After Pentecost; Proper 25

October 24 and 25, 2026

L

The Prelude Prelude and Fugne in E minor B’V 555 J.8. Bach
The Processional Hymn Praise to the living God The Hymmnal 1982, 372
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Book of Common Prayer, page 355

Pegple  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Glotia said at 5pm; sung at 9:30. The Hymnal 1982, S 278
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Celebrant The Lotd be with you.

Pegple  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain what you
promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



The First Lesson Deuteronomy 34:1-12

Our Hebrew scripture lection recounts the death of Moses on the very edge of the promised land. Moses has fulfilled his purpose as
God’s faithful servant, the one who led the people from their bondage with many signs, received the law, traversed the wilderness, and knew God
intimately. From Mount Nebo, Moses surveys the promised land, and then he dies and is buried in Moab. Joshua, upon whom Moses had
latd his hands, succeeds him. A reading from Denteronom.

Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and the
Lord showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of
Judah as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as
Zoar. The Lord said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to
your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” Then Moses, the servant of the
Lord, died there in the land of Moab, at the Lord’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite
Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight
was unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the
period of mourning for Moses was ended.

Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on him; and the Israelites
obeyed him, doing as the Lord had commanded Moses.

Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face. He was unequaled
for all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants
and his entire land, and for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight
of all Israel.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Response, Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 Domine, refuginm
In this Psalm, the psalmist reflects on the passing character of human life in the face of the Lord’s wrath, and asks the everlasting God
Sor wisdom to make use of the time. We will read the Psalm responsively, breaking at the half-verse.

1 Lord, you have been our refuge *

from one generation to another.
2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, *

from age to age you are God.
3 You turn us back to the dust and say, *

"Go back, O child of earth."
4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past *

and like a watch in the night.
5 You sweep us away like a dream; *

we fade away suddenly like the grass.
6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; *

in the evening it is dried up and withered.
13 Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry? *

be gracious to your servants.
14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; *

so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us *

and the years in which we suffered adversity.
16 Show your servants your works *

and your splendor to their children.
17 May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; *

prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.



The Second Lesson 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

In this reading Paul recalls his first visit to the Thessalonians, the troubles he endured, and the straightforward and gentle way in which
he presented the gospel. The opposition that Paul had earlier experienced in Philippi continued in Thessalonica but, with God’s help, Paul
preached fearlessly. Unlike certain of the insincere traveling missionaries of the pagan world, Panl acted with integrity and songht in no way to
take advantage of his new friends. He and bis companions shared not only the gospel but their own selves. A reading from Paul’s letter to the
Thessalonians.

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though we had already
suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel
of God in spite of great opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as
we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals,
but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or
with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have
made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So
deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves,
because you have become very dear to us.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
The Gradual Hymn O spzrit of Life, O spirit of God The Hymnal 1982, 505
The Gospel Please stand, as able. Matthew 22:34-46

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Pegple  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer,
asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”” He said to him, “’You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first
commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all
the law and the prophets.”

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do you think of the
Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David by the
Spirit calls him Lord, saying,

‘The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand,

until I put your enemies under your feet”’?

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?”” No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day

did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Pegple  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon The Rev. Alan R. Hesse
The Nicene Creed Enriching Our Worship 1
We believe in one God, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
the Father, the Almighty, Virgin Mary
maker of heaven and earth, and became truly human.
of all that is, seen and unseen. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, Pilate;
the only Son of God, he suffered death and was buried.
eternally begotten of the Father, On the third day he rose again
God from God, Light from Light, in accordance with the Scriptures;
true God from true God, he ascended into heaven
begotten, not made, and is seated at the right hand of the
of one Being with the Father; Father.
Through him all things were made. He will come again in glory to judge the
For us and for our salvation living and the dead,
he came down from heaven, and his kingdom will have no end.




We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the We believe in one holy catholic and
giver of life, apostolic Church.
who proceeds from the Father, We acknowledge one baptism for the
who with the Father and the Son is forgiveness of sins.
worshiped and glorified, We look for the resurrection of the dead,
who has spoken through the prophets. and the life of the world to come. Amen

The Prayers of the People
Lay Leader O Lord our God, help us call upon You with one heart and soul, according to Your will. We offer you our
prayers.

We remember the victims of gun violence and natural disaster. Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

We remember those on our prayer list: We pray for healing and wholeness for Amy, Mary, MaryAnn, Cheryl, Marilyn,
John, Alan, Mia, Jimmy, Jim, Lily, Catherine, Ann, Regina, Gerry, Herb, Al, Olivia, Jessica, Shaun, Bailey, Ellie, Michael,
Harper, and Hugh. Have compassion for those who suffer from any grief or trouble. I invite your prayers and petitions
either silently or aloud. Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

For all who exercise rule and authority; that they may acknowledge your power and strive to do your will:
For Donald our President, for Maura our Governor, for our Senators Edward and Elizabeth, for our Representative Bill,
and for all our elected official. Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

For the Church which is Christ's body; that it may live for the praise of your glory:
In our prayers, we hold our Presiding Bishop- Sean, our Diocesan Bishop-Julia and our Rector Alan. Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

We remember all those who have died in the hope of resurrection, especially Denise Kent Brine. Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

The altar flowers have been given to the Glory of God, in loving memory of Matthew J. Seman from Eileen and John
Donaruma.

We pray for those in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer. We give thanks for the churches of the South Shore Deanery:

Parish of St. John the Evangelist (Hingham), St. John’s Church (Holbrook), Emmanuel Church (Braintree), Grace

Chapel (Brockton), St. Andrew’s Church (Hanover), and the Global Mission Partnerships Program. LLord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. I invite you to lift up your personal thanksgivings and petitions.

Celebrant offers a concluding collect.

The Confession and Absolution
Celebrant Let us confess our sins to God.

Minister and Pegple
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and setrve only your will. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Pegple  And also with you.

The Offertory Anthem [ ez Us Break Bread Together The Hymnal 1982, 325



The Offertory Prayer, at 5pm and 9:30am then, all standing in body or spirit.

Celebrant Receive, O God, these fruits of the earth and of our hands: bring to completion in them the work of your creation,
so that, transformed by the Holy Spirit, they may be for us the food and drink of eternal life. Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer C, said at 5pm, sung at 9:30am. The Book of Common Prayer, page 369
Celebrant 'The Lord be with you

Pegple  And also with you

Celebrant - Lift up your hearts.

Pegple  We lift them up to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Pegple It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant  God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.

Pegple  Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

Pegple By your will they were created and have their being.

Celebrant  From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill.
You made us the stewards of your creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned
against one another.

Pegple  Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Celebrant  Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in
the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of
freedom and peace.

Pegple By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

Celebrant  And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending
hymn:

The Sanctus said at 5pm, sung at 9:30am. Wonder, 1.ove and Praise, 858
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And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring
Before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Celebrant Remembering now Jesus’ work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
Pegple  We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

Celebrant Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Sarah and Hagar, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob, Leah and Rachel.
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver
us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not
for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily
serve the world in his name.

Pegple  Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Celebrant Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer The Book of Common Prayer, page 364
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Pegple  Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Fraction Anthem sung at 9:30am. Wonder, 1.ove and Praise 875
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Celebrant 'The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in

your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All who seek God and are drawn to Christ, are welcome at the Lord’s table.

If you wonld rather receive a blessing rather than receiving Holy Communion, simply cross your arms. If you do not wish to receive the wine, please cross your arms
when the minister comes to you following the bread and wait for the words “The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.”
If you are not able to join us at the communion rail, please indicate to an usher you wonld like to receive and we will bring communion to you.
Gluten-free wafers are available. Please dispose of your commmunion cup as you exit, near the first pews on the piano side or in the chapel.

The Communion Hymn Come with us, O blessed Jesus

The Postcommunion Prayer

The Hymmnal 1982, 336

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of

heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing

Welcome, Announcements, Birthdays, and Anniversaries

The Recessional O God, our help in ages past
The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Pegple Thanks be to God.

The Postlude Organ 1 oluntary

The Hymnal 1982, 680

Liturgical Note: Introduction to the readings come from Frederick Borsch’s “Introducing the Lessons of the Church Year, 37 Edition” Morehouse 2009




Serving This Weekend
Celebrant: The Reverend Alan R. Hesse
Director of Music: Misao Koyama
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Charlie Diana and Deacon Cathy Harper
Lectors: Jann Czarnetzki, Deb Roberts, and Susan Catliss
Altar Guild: Jann Czarnetzki, Phyllis Helfrich, Bev Messersmith, and Anne Miller
Ushers: Alan Carlson, Mary Howe and Rusty Page
Hospitality: Volunteers needed for serving coffee after worship. Sign up in Parish Hall.

Announcements
Mark your calendars:
Caring for Creation presentation series — October 27, 7pm, Parish Hall
Halloween on Main Street — October 31 — 3pm Worship Service
Family and Pet Photos and Mementos due October 28 by 3pm for All Saint’s
Thanksgiving — November 26 (Office closed Friday Nov. 27)
Christmas Faire — December 4 and 5

CANDY NEEDED: THANK YOU to everyone who has donated candy for Halloween on Main Street. We can use
more! We, and the children of Sandwich, appreciate your generosity.

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU!

This past weekend was our Walk to End Alzheimer’s with Team “Mary’s Memories Matter.” We had 28 walkers! Mary’s
team included family, friends, neighbors, honorary grandchildren, Mary’s college roommate, who she hasn’t seen in 35
years, teachers from Marlboro HS, where Mary spent her entire career , church friends, and Rotary friends - all who came
together for the same cause - to raise awareness and donations for Alzheimer’s and other dementia diseases while
remembering some that have passed and honoring some who are still living with Alzheimer’s and dementia daily, like
Mary. Our fabulous team raised just shy of $7,000 thanks to MANY of you! We were the second highest fundraising team
on Cape Cod! Mary and I can’t thank you, the parishioners of St. John’s enough. So, thank you - thank you to those that
walked and those who donated. We are so gratefull Mary and Alan Carlson.

FAMILY PHOTOS WANTED: Bring photos of loved ones for the altar for All Saints” Day. You can leave them in
the office, or Narthex by Wednesday, October 28t please.

CAPE COD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES: 2026 Annual Assembly takes place on Thursday, October 29t at St.
David’s Episcopal Church, 205 Old Main St., South Yarmouth, MA from 5:30-7:30pm.

HALLOWEEN: In the interest of safety for parishioners and kids, worship will be celebrated at 3pm on
October 31st. You are invited to come in costume and stay to help hand out candy to the throngs of kids who Trick or
Treat. Note: no Halloween party at the church this year - stay tuned for a celebration in early 2027.

OUTREACH QUESTIONNAIRE: St. John's Outreach Committee is asking you to complete the questionnaire
which is on the table in the Narthex. You can drop it in the collection plate, or leave it in the basket in the Narthex. We
can email a copy for you to complete and return by mail or email. Thank you!

CHRISTMAS FAIR BAKE SALE: Bakers needed! Melissa Abbott reminds you that baked goods can be frozen
ahead of time for the Fair. Let’s get a head start on stocking up for the bake sale. Donations can be delivered to the
office during business hours.

CARING FOR CREATION COMMITTEE: Join us on Fridays at 10am via Zoom
link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86013659293. Ask Steve Tom or Fr. Al for details.

JOIN US! Tuesday, October 27 from 7-8:30pm in the Parish Hall for the latest Caring for Creation series presentation
by Dr. Katherine "Katie" Ghantous, of the UMASS Ambherst Cranberry Station, who will explore the rich history of
Massachusetts cranberries, horticultural practices used, and challenges facing cranberry growers. A question and answer
session will be included. Caring for Creation programs are free, open to the public, light refreshments are served, and all
are welcome. Bring a friend or two to this informative, and relevant presentation!


https://www.facebook.com/mary.carlson.961304?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZgKd3vg9tj58zdwdWdyT4-TGF_y3RZNBEcCS3a8LM1a-Q6eqi1uCE2pckChdlX47QAR5c0Sr0p826qN_-wNBfy61qspvSc87sPUp4Tb55LO7c0UN1F_DXXSIBrma53_HGybcHOttKcNREkU7-T8T0EwXWFshXmhj1QyCPIXTq3JPrVUuet1m4HXgiXLyY4TM1kkNpXyfmP7bbg&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86013659293

FOOD DRIVE: Please consider making a donation to the Massachusetts Military Foundation’s food drive. The
donation box is located in the Narthex. If you have questions, please see Ashton Bradford.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SERVE AS LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: St. John’s needs additional LEM’s
to serve at both Saturday 5 PM and Sunday 9:30 AM services. We have only 2 sharing the Saturday service, and currently
3 sharing Sunday, which will decrease to 2 after January 1. This is not sufficient, when one includes vacations and
unexpected absences for illness, accidents, etc. We need to double this number. If you feel called to volunteer for this
ministry, email Charlie Diana at charles77d@comcast.net.

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS CREW: Currently there are 3 steadfast volunteers who maintain our buildings and
grounds. This ministry could use a few additional volunteers to help share the weekly cleaning and maintenance of our
facilities. No experience is necessary and we appreciate whatever time you can offer. Please prayerfully consider how you
might offer your time and talents to this ministry. Contact Fr. Al, Alan Carlson, or call the office during business hours.

October 24-31, 2026

Saturday, October 24
9:30am AA, Parish Hall
5pm Worship Service with Holy Eucharist

Sunday, October 25
9:30am Worship Service with Holy Eucharist with Sunday School
10:15am Coffee Hour, Parish Hall

Monday, October 26

10am Al-Anon, Parish Hall

11am Andover Organ Tuning

4:30-5:30pm, Lasit Theater Group, Parish Hall

Tuesday, October 27
12noon AA, Parish Hall
7pm Caring for Creation Presentation, Parish Hall

Wednesday, October 28
Family and Pet Photos due
7pm Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, October 29

12noon AA, Parish Hall

4:30-7pm Lasit Theatre Group, Church
6pm AA, Undercroft

Friday, October 30
10am Caring for Creation Zoom link
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86013659293

Saturday, October 31
9:30am AA, Parish Hall
3pm Worship Service with Holy Eucharist



https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86013659293

Welcome to St. John’s!

Whether this is your first visit to St. John'’s or you are a long-time member,
Please know that there is a warm welcome for you here!

Please feel free to participate fully in our service today and in the life of the parish. We are glad you have
come and hope you leave feeling closer to God! At several points in the service, you may notice that some
people are kneeling, some are standing and some are sitting. We are given this choice, and you should feel free
to do whichever is most appropriate for you. Please know that you are invited to fully participate in the Holy
Eucharist as a Baptized Christian.

If you would like to know more about St. John’s and may be interested in membership or interested in
being placed on our email mailing list, please contact the church office.

.‘ ST.
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Episcopal Church
The Episcopal Church of Sandwich  Est. 1854
159 Main St
Sandwich, MA

Office Hours, Tues-Fri 9am-2pm  Parish Office 508-888-2828
Susan Sharpe, Parish Administrator parishadmin@StJohnsSandwich.org
Misao Koyama, Music Director music@StJohnsSandwich.org
The Rev. Batbara Peterson, Priest Associate (retired) The Rev. Dr. Philip H. Towner, Priest Associate (retired)
The Rev. Alan R. Hesse, Rector 508-888-2828 extension 2, text 508-505-5668, Rector@StJohnsSandwich.org
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